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SUBJECT: OFFICIAL GREETINGS ON 154TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
GREEK INDEPENDENCE 

1. THIS MARCH 25 GREECE CELEBRATES 154TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF ITS NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS 
YEAR'S CELEBRATION, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS, GIVES USG OPPORTUNITY TO REAFFIRM ITS 
TRADITIONAL FRIENDSHIP AND SUPPORT FOR GREEK NATION. 

FOR PROTOCOL REASONS, GREETING FROM PRESIDENT FORD 
SHOULD BE SENT TO PRESIDENT STASSINOPOULOS, RATHER 
THAN PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS. EMBASSY ALSO BELIEVES 
IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR SECRETARY TO SEND MESSAGE 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS. SUGGESTED TEXTS FOR 
THESE MESSAGES FOLLOW. 

2. BEGIN TEXT OF SUGGESTED DRAFT MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT TO PRESIDENT MICHAEL STASSINOPOULOS: 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

IT IS WITH SPECIAL PLEASURE THAT I EXTEND WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS 
TO YOU ON THE OCCASION OF THE 154TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK 
INDEPENDENCE. THE RESTORATION OF DEMOCRATIC RULE TO THE 
COUNTRY WHERE DEMOCRACY WAS BORN IS CAUSE FOR SPECIAL JOY 
NOT ONLY AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GREECE BUT AMONG PEOPLES 
EVERYWHERE WHO SHARE GREEK IDEALS OF REPRESENTATIVE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 02020 121739Z 

GOVERNMENT AND INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


HAVE RENEWED ADMIRATION FOR YOUR PEOPLE ON THIS DAY MARKING 
THE SUCCESS OF THE GREEK STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE. I AM 
CONFIDENT THAT THIS ANNIVERSARY MARKS A NEW FLOWERING 
OF THE GREEK REPUBLIC AND THE BEGINNING OF AN ERA OF 
NATIONAL PEACE AND PROSPERITY FOR THE GREEK PEOPLE. END TEXT. 

3. BEGIN TEXT OF SUGGESTED DRAFT MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER DIMITRI BITSIOS: DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

ON THIS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK 
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, AMERICANS SHARE YOUR JOY THAT 
GREECE IS ONCE MORE FREE AND A PROUD MEMBER OF THE FAMILY OF 
DEMOCRATIC NATIONS. NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND 
PERSONAL LIBERTY HAVE BEEN LIVELY PASSIONS OF OUR TWO 
PEOPLES THROUGHOUT THEIR LONG AND INTERTWINED HISTORIES. 

WE SHARE AS WELL A COMMITMENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 
PEACEFUL WORLD IN WHICH THE RELATIONS AMONG STATES ARE 
ANIMATED BY THE SAME RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMO- 
CRATIC PRINCIPLES THAT GUIDE OUR TWO SOCIETIES. I LOOK 
FORWARD TO CONTINUING TO WORK WITH YOU AND YOUR COLLEAGUES 
IN OUR DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE WHAT 
BOTH OUR PEOPLES CHERISH. END TEXT. 

KUBISCH 
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